NOVEMBER 2020, ISSUE NO. 2

DIGITAL BRIDGE
INSTITUTE NEWS
UPDATE
Your guide to activitives in the DIGITAL knowledge ecosystem

WHAT'S IN
THIS ISSUE

Titans of Tech Award: DBI
President Gets "Excellent
Leadership in Digital
Training"

DBI President/CEO
Meets Stakeholders on
Deepening Digital
Capacities
Interview: Nigeria must
Harness Digital Economy to
Remain Globally relevant

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AND
COMMUNICATIONS STUDIES

The Digital Bridge Institute (DBI) was launched in the wake of the phenomenal
worldwide growth of the Telecommunications (Telecoms) and Information
Communications Technology (ICT) sectors, which was especially well noted in
Nigeria. Led by the successful auction of Digital Mobile Licensing by Nigerian
Communications Commission (NCC) – the government regulator, and the
subsequent roll out of mobile services, increased number of operators, and
significant increased private capital investment, the sector as a whole has
been challenged by a dearth of trained and suitably qualified human
resources.Acknowledging the need to continue to foster the rapid
development and growth of the Nigerian Telecommunication marketplace, as
well as the potentially significant vulnerability as lack of human resources
could pose, the Nigerian Communications Commissions (NCC) established DBI
– in May 2004
.
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DBI President/CEO Meets
Stakeholders on Deepening Digital
Capacities

DBI President/CEO, (2nd right), with Attorney General of the Federation/Minister of Justice
Abubakar Malami (SAN) (middle) and some dignitaries during a visit of DBI CEO
The President/Chief Executive Officer of Nigeria’s foremost digital skills capacity building institute, The Digital.
Bridge Institute (DBI) has continue to engage with relevant stakeholders towards ensuring it meets the mandate of
the institute. Despite the visible effects of the Corona Virus pandemic which has grossly affected training schedules,
the DBI CEO is leaving no stone unturned towards getting the subscription of all and sundry to embracing new ways of
skills development and manpower to help meet the growing needs of Nigeria’s rapidly developing digital economy
sector.
As such, Prof. Mohammed Ajiya within the past month has been meeting with individuals, organisations both within
the public and private sector to elicit the needed partnerships and co-operations aimed at moving the institute
forward in line with the new global realities forced on businesses, organisations and life in general as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Principal among those visited so far by Prof. Mohammed Ajiya are the Attorney General of the Federal and Minister of
Justice Abubakar Malami SAN. In a related development, the DBI CEO also met with the Administrator/CEO, Public
Service Institute of Nigeria, Dr Abdul-Ganiyu Obatoyinbo to explore ways of possible collaboration. The erudite
scholar had equally met with foremost
DigiVation Network ICT Media team led by its President Dr Bayero Agabi with a view to exploring ways of helping to
give better media awareness to the activities of the DBI among others.
According to Prof. Ajiya, the Institute views such engagements as very critical and strategic to meeting its
objectives. “we believe that consulting widely with our stakeholders will put us in a positive stead to evolving the
right initiatives that will enable us adapt dynamic ways of delivering on our goals with the new normal ”, he explained.
The Digital Bridge Institute is a foremost centre for digital skills capacity development, information and
communications technology studies. In Africa it is the only such designated Centre of Excellence by the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU).

Titans of Tech Award: DBI
President Gets "Excellent Leadership
in Digital Training"

Celebration of Excellence, Prof. Mohammed Ajiya displays award
The President and Chief Executive Officer Digital Bridge Institute Prof. Mohammed Ajiya has been awarded Excellent
Leadership in Digital Training by the organizers of Titans of Tech awards an initiative of TechTv Network as part of
Nigeria @60 ICT Hall of Fame.
Prof. Mohammed Ajiya was among over 60 other ICT industry players recognized for their various contributions since
independence and precisely in the last 20 years which saw to the blossom of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) following the deregulation of telecommunications sector by President Olusegun Obasanjo
administration.
He was recognized precisely for contribution to capacity development and human capital in technology ecosystem
and growing skills relentlessly in ICT across Nigeria as a scholar of repute and immense standing spanning decades
of teaching and research over the years as well as his vibrant drive towards digital knowledge in his current capacity
as the President/Chief Executive Officer of the Digital Bridge Institute in pursuit of clarity of purpose on the local
capacity building.
Speaking on behalf of the organisers, Don-Pedro Aganbi congratulated all the winners for the 2020 awards, saying
that they all were being recognized in their own rights based on various contributions made to the ICT industry as
Nigeria marked the diamond independence, through development, deployment and advancement, which have helped
immensely in driving the nation’s future with innovative thought leadership and products, applications as well as
business solutions consistently nurtured to life. “It is beyond dispute that the work that you all do is essential to
enhancing our quality of life as a nation and individual members of the Nigerian nation,” he said, noting that Titans of
Tech is a flagship industry event that annually celebrates excellence in the Nigerian ICT space.
Titans of Tech is a flagship industry event that annually celebrates excellence in the Nigerian ICT space. It is unique
for a lot of reasons, the most important is the sheer breadth of sectors, industries, businesses and individuals
covered every year. Every year, core ICT firms, entertainment, business, academia and fintech are nominated,
recognised and celebrated. I extend my heartfelt congratulations all our nominees for the 2020 awards.

NIGERIA MUST HARNESS DIGITAL
ECONOMY TO REMAIN GLOBALLY
RELEVANT

DBI was established in 2004 by the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) with three central
objectives in mind. First is to provide students with quality education and training; second is to engage in
world-class research; and third is to engage in outreach and public services. Recently, the President/Chief
Executive Officer of the Institute, Prof. Mohammed Ajiya (an Engineer) spoke in an exclusive interview with
HILARY DAMISSAH (Executive Editor) on issues relating to the school. Excerpts:
How has Digital Bridge Institute responded to Covid-19 and readiness thereafter?
Digital Bridge Institute (DBI) is a specialized institute. We helped foresee the need for a new normal even
before the pandemic as we had earlier than the pandemic, set up E-learning platform where we wanted to
engage people virtually and when the pandemic came, it became a reality changing the ways we do things,
in line with the new normal. Immediately the outbreak of the pandemic, DBI set up three main committees
headed by senior officials in the Institute. One was to look at the technology we are going to use in carrying
out our mandate; the second was to look at which courses were viable and marketable for immediate
deployment while the third focused on content of the courses. So at DBI what we basically did was to
change our mode of teaching to reflect virtual reality. And it is important to note that we developed the
platforms needed in-house.
How is DBI preparing for a sustainable capacity building programme in the face of the new normal?
We are particularly happy, because our Minister is really emphasizing on digital skills, training and even
bringing in the civil servants to be trained. In fact everybody must join in. The new normal is that
everybody has to be technology compliant because without being compliant, you will be left behind. So DBI
is now partnering with several agencies to make sure we impact the right knowledge. We are working
closely with NHIS(National Health Insurance Scheme), training them in Lagos, Kaduna and Abuja and very
soon we will start with other agencies and we believe in no short time we will train as many people as
possible.

NIGERIA MUST HARNESS DIGITAL
ECONOMY TO REMAIN GLOBALLY
RELEVANT - contd.
Can you please re-emphasize the core mandate of DBI and how well it has fared?
Earlier than 2004 (the year DBI was established) the management of NCC realized that there was a gap
which needed to be filled. This was why they established DBI with the core mandate of human capacity in
ICT and telecommunication, though you cannot separate ICT and telecommunication these days but it’s the
same core mandate.
The minister recently marked one year in office and so much emphasis has been on digital skills,
capacity initiatives and all but how would you assess efforts made so far and the push for
innovation?
Nigeria as a whole is lucky to have Dr. Isa Ali Pantami as the Minister of Communications and Digital
Economy. He has been very proactive, highly pragmatic, hard working and highly intelligent. The minister
has driven all parastatals under his Ministry to work at full capacity. He has been very innovative, plays
leadership roles and carries everyone along. He has achieved a lot especially in areas of network security,
skill acquisition, partnership and transmitting knowledge. The Federal Executive Council meets virtually
now and there is a drastic reduction in the number of unregistered SIM cards. He is always at the forefront
at what he is doing. You could recall that that Boko Haram insurgents were threatening him, that was as a
result of the impact of what he was doing. Immediately he came on board, he got the President to approve
additional mandate of digital economy into his ministry. The world has changed and the new order is digital.
The digital economy globally, contributes trillions of dollars and if we do not harness the digital economy,
Nigeria will be left behind and because of his forward thinking, his drive and his leadership ability he got this
done and Nigeria is benefiting so much so that the ICT sector contributed more than 14% of the GDP
compared to Oil which is the main stay of the economy which contributed 8%. The ICT has overshot Oil in
contribution to the GDP. There are so many things he has achieved. The establishment of NITDA
Academy is completely virtual and there are so many things he has planned coming like the innovation
hubs. He has also been supporting startup companies in the technology space and he has been duly
awarded several recognitions for his achievements. He has fared very well and I am happy to tell Nigerians
to expect more.
Tell us the kind of facilities you have on ground here at DBI(Abuja) and other outlets like Lagos,
Kano and Enugu?
In DBI we operate a multi-campus system as we have presence in all the six geo- political zones of the
country even though only three now are functional but the NCC in its wisdom created the other three and
very soon they will be functional to make sure we cover the whole of the country. In Abuja here, the head
office we have a lot of facilities, we have training halls that are fully equipped, each seat is equipped with a
computer, and we have a total of over 500 sitting capacity fully equipped with network. In DBI we have our
internet connection via optical fiber, so you can imagine the band use we are getting and we have
subscribed to 3x 155mbps.
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DBI President/CEO receiving Titans of Tech Award
for Excellence in Digital Training

Prof. Mohammed Ajiya (Right) President/CEO, Digital Bridge
Institute (DBI) and Mr Paulinus Ugwoke Head of the Institute,
Lagos campus at the Nigeria eGovt. Summit 2020 held at
Sheraton Hotel, Ikeja, Lagos

Prof. Mohamed Ajiya with Mr Abubakar Malami
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DBI President Prof. Mohamed Ajiya (middle) at his
office with DigiVation Network crew led by Dr
Bayero Agabi (2nd left) during a visit to DBI

L-R, former DBI President Dr Ikechukwu Adinde, Dr
Bayero Agabi President DigiVation Network and
Prof. Mohammed Ajiya currently President/CEO, DBI

Cross section of dignitaries at ATCON's National
Dialogue on Telecoms & ICT Sector in Nigeria Prof.
Mohammed Ajiya (2nd from right)

